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In an address before a meeting of the Social Hygiene Society of the District of Columbia on January 31, 1918, Lieut. CoL Victor C. Vaughan, M. 0., U. S. A., gave the following interesting account of conditions that prevailed in a higher institution of learning when the subject was taboo, which were perhaps fairly typical of conditions in most universities and colleges at that time, and the vast change that has been wrought by a policy of sex instruction:
" Horrible stories are told us of the great prevalence of venereal disease. It is almost impossible to get any exact figures, but my life, or at least the greater part of it, has been spent in a large university with from five to seven thousand young men, and I have made a special study of venereal diseases among these young men. At one time, many years ago, twenty per cent, of the young men in the University of Michigan had some form of venereal disease.
"It was proposed in the faculty of the Ilni-versity some years ago that the students should have lectures upon syphilis and gonorrhea and other venereal diseases. Some of the old men in the faculty held up their hands in horror.